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The best known of Yauvenargues5 sayings, as
it is the deepest and the broadest, is the far-
reaching sentence already quoted, that " Great
thoughts come from the heart." And this is the
truth that shines out as we watch the voyagings
of humanity from the " wide, grey, lampiess
depths " of time. Those have been greatest in
thought who have been best endowed with faith,
hope, sympathy, and the spirit of effort. And
next to them come the great stern, mournful
men, like Tacitus, Dante, Pascal, who, standing
as far aloof from the soft poetic dejection of some
of the moods of Shelley or Keats as from the
savage fury of Swift, watch with a prophet's
indignation the heedless waste of faculty and
opportunity, the triumph of paltry motive and
paltry aim, as if we were the flies of a summer
noon, which do more than any active malignity
to distort the noble lines, and to weaken or to
frustrate the strong and healthy parts, of human
nature. For practical purposes all these com-
plaints of man are of as little avail as Johnson
found the complaint that of the globe so large a
space should be occupied by the uninhabitable
ocean, encumbered by naked mountains, lost